MEMOIRS OF MADAME JUNOT
age was ascertained to have been Pichegru, and not the Prince. The latter had not been in Paris, and he had -spent the six days alluded to in hunting, and in .amusements of a more agreeable nature than attending the meetings of conspirators in a garret or a cellar.
On his arrival in Paris, Junot found the old friends of Napoleon in a state of anxiety and alarm, in which the affection he cherished for his General made him readily participate. In his interview with the First Consul, the latter said to him: <{ You were wrong to leave Arras at the present moment. It is possible that this arrest, to which I have been constrained to give my assent, may produce some sensation in the army, and everyone should be at his post. MY OLD FRIEND, you must set off again this afternoon; your presence will be more useful to me in Arras than in Paris." Junot looked sorrowfully at Napoleon, and represented that he had left behind him men fully competent to act in his absence. He then earnestly entreated to be allowed to join his old comrades in protecting Napoleon at the present juncture.
Napoleon remained silent for a few moments; then, advancing to Junot, he took his hand and pressed it, which, as I have already observed, was a mark of affection he rarely showed to anyone. At length he said: <c Junot, I understand you, my friend; and you will, I am sure, understand me when I repeat that you will at present be more useful to me at Arras than in Paris. I am surrounded by dangers, it is true; but I have friends who will watch over my safety. And, after all,* added he, smiling, (<my enemies are less numerous than is imagined.* <(I am aware of that,* replied Junot, <(andl am only anxious that the few you really have should be punished. How can you, General, entertain a thought of extending mercy to men who conspire not only against you, but against their country ? * <( What do you mean ? * inquired the First Consul in a tone of astonishment.
<c I mean to say, General, that I know you have resolved to solicit the legal authorities to be INDULGENT to General Moreau. You are not justified in doing this. Moreau is guilty. He is as guilty now as he was in the affair -of 1797, when he sent to the Directory the papers containing the proofs of the culpability of Pichegru. He is